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The night was fairly rowdy but fun despite the 
poor attendance.  

The next morning started a little more seri-
ously with the launching, blessing and naming 
of the rescue vessel at Lilly Lagoon boat ramp. 
Father Alistair McClean told a wonderful story 
from the Bible and sprinkled holy water from 
bow to stern.  

The small gathering joined in prayer for the 
vessel, its purpose and all those who sailed 
upon her. This was followed by a brief yet 
emotional tale of Sister Veronica Ryan’s life 
and love of the great North West, of her devo-
tion to the education and well being of the lo-
cals with the building of St Joseph’s Schools in 
both Kununurra and Wyndham. Of her love of 
Wyndham town, its people and the tragedy 
that keeps her spirit here with us now. St Jo-
seph’s Wyndham principal Clare Gray told this story 
with the confidence and strength of a true friend to 
Sister Veronica Ryan.  And so we named the vessel 
“Veronica Ryan”. 

As the gathering dispersed, our day began. 
“Veronica Ryan” shone in the early morning sun as 
she slipped quietly through Lilly Creek to the open 
waters of Lake Kununurra where EKVMR members 
took turns at the helm and put her through her paces. 
$260,000 and 400 horsepower of excitement and 
safety. All were impressed. 

The day ended well after midnight when our job of 
patrolling the waters around the fireworks barge at 
the Kimberley Moon Experience was over. Kevin 
Kelly skippering his own vessel joined the “Veronica 
Ryan” with skipper Dr Edge at the helm to keep a bit 
of order and safe distance between the boaters 
watching the show and things that go bang in the 
night. 

Both vessels were requested by Matt Biemer from 
FESA to do the patrols as the SES vessel was con-
sidered a little small and a last minute accident left 
the SES skipper Sean McGee badly burned. We 
sympathise and hope he has a speedy recovery in 
Royal Perth Hospital. We spent the night communi-
cating with police at the security control centre which 
was a great training exercise in itself. 

The night ended very late with only a few dramas 
that included a high speed pursuit to apprehend an 
intoxicated young man hooning in a power boat (see 
previous story).   

A good nights sleep on board under the shadow of 
the sleeping Buddha and we were ready for another 
day on the water.  

It was a wonderful week and all thanks to the mem-
bers who found the time to help. To Michael “Harry” 
Harris for arranging our wonderful meeting venue 
and taking on the role of Secretary. To Garry Arm-
strong for towing the “Veronica Ryan” from Wynd-
ham to Kununurra and back with his own vehicle and 
accepting the position of Vice Commodore and nomi-
nating his own wife for Treasurer. To Kevin Kelly for 
launching the “Veronica Ryan using his own vehicle, 
lending his own vessel “Red Edge” for the patrols, 
organising the drinks for our BBQ and then cooking it 
beautifully.  To Lars “Toothmyster” Moir for purchas-
ing all the food for the BBQ.  

Loved the Caesar salads, shame about the lack of 
tomatoes though. And to the members who came, 
helped and supported, thanks to you all.  
Tight lines and safe boating. 
Allan Pardoe-Bell 
Commodore EKVMR 
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Bunbury Sea Rescue  
Project Completed 
 
Recently the Bunbury Sea Rescue completed a 
2 year long project to provide two additional 
boats, a Toyota Troop Carrier and appropriate 
storage facilities to enhance its training and op-
erational capacity. 

The group sought grant funding and raised 
funds to purchase a 6.6 m Trailcraft hull with 
twin 125 hp Yamaha outboards to enable rapid 
trailer transport to launching areas in the rivers 
and estuaries around Bunbury. 

In addition a 4.6 metre Quintrex fitted with a 30 hp 
Yamaha outboard was purchased ad fitted to en-
able recues in shallow waters including the estu-
ary. 

The group also upgraded electronic navigation 
equipment on the major unit, Spirit of Bunbury II 
with modern state of the art Furuno radar and 
electronic chart facilities. 

On Australia day 2009 the group conducted the 
official launch and naming of the facilities at-
tended by the Mayor of Bunbury Mr David Smith, 
The Member for Forrest Nola Marino MP and the 
guest of honour, Capt Bob Allsop FNI former har-
bourmaster and Pilot after whom the new 6.5 me-
tre vessel was named. 

The gathering of 70 people including cadets from TS 
Bunbury Australian Navy Cadets concluded with a 
spectacular fireworks display provided by the city 
council across the water from the unit. 

To ensure the highest level of driving safety for the 
new vehicle the group enlisted the aid of Kevin 
Regan an 4WD instructor to train members in the 
SES 4WD course and a number of members re-
ceived this qualification. 

The troop carrier is fitted out as a forward command 
post and can support shoreside operations and ac-
commodate staff in this role. In addition it can tow 
trailer mounted boats to launching areas. 

Having the three vessels also enables the group to 
conduct multiple vessels search and facilitate train-
ing activities on Sunday mornings with up to 18 
members attending. 
 

The “Bob Allsop” 
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Demystifying the VHF Marine Radio & Accompanying Repeaters 
 
To the initiated and uninitiated VHF Marine radio user alike the operations of a VHF Ma-
rine Repeater sometimes have been able to cause all sorts of confusion whether it be in 
coverage area, ability to utilize the Digital Selective Call (DSC) features, what frequency to 
select etc etc etc. 
 
Important Note: VHF Marine Repeaters will not under any circumstance repeat the DSC 
signal that is transmitted on Channel 70 either in the event of MAYDAY or when the radio 
is used for “cell call”. 
 

Marine VHF Repeater Stations (Duplex Mode) 
 
A repeater will increase the distance of radio communication by many miles compared to 
normal boat to boat communications. 
 
Repeaters are special VHF radios designed to relay signals, to increase the range or dis-
tance.  These VHF Repeater Channels have two paired frequencies associated with it 
hence the term “Duplex”. The two frequencies are predetermined and are part of Austra-
lian and International standards therefore cannot be altered. 
 
In Australia the allocated VHF Marine Repeater channels are 21, 22, 80, 81 and 82. 
 
The task of a repeater is simple, yet valuable, when the repeater channel is selected the 
radio automatically is set to transmit on one frequency and receive on the other. 
 
The repeater channel/frequencies are set similarly, to receive the signal from the radio, 
“clean up the signal”, even if weak or noisy and instantly retransmit at full strength on the 
associated frequency allocated to the channel selected. 
 
Retransmission of each signal is instantaneous with no discernable delay.  Repeaters are 
designed so that they continue to transmit for a few seconds after the import signals 
ceases.  This gives a short carrier based signal (short static noise) which is called a “tail” 
or sometimes a “confidence tone”. 
 
If you transmit to a repeater and hear this “tail” at the end of your conversation, it is rea-
sonable to assume that the signal was relayed and heard by stations monitoring that 
channel/frequency. If there was no “tail” heard, then maybe you are out of range - try mov-
ing to another location before your next transmission. 
 
For example on the Southern coastline in the Esperance region there are two Repeaters, 
one is installed is situated on Six Mile Hill utilising VHF Marine Repeater Channel 22 while 
the other is located on Mt Howick utilising Repeater Channel 21. 
 
While having two Repeaters in close proximity may seem wasteful the locations are deter-
mined by surrounding topography thus the Mt Howick Repeater will basically cover Cape 
Arid and Cape Le Grande depending on the islands and hills in between while the Six Mile 
Hill or Esperance Repeater will cover the Esperance Bay and further to the west. 
 



 

 

Page 15 

The aim of the FESA VMRS VHF Marine Repeater program is to eliminate the communi-
cations “black spots” whilst at sea thereby ensuring the Rescue Vessel crews have ac-
cess to appropriate communications while deployed. 
 
Locations of VHF Marine Repeaters along the south & sou’west coastlines and 
their channels are - 
 
Mt Howick    21 Esperance (Six Mile Hill)   22 
Hopetoun    21 Bremer Bay     80 
Green Range (Two Peoples Bay) 81 Albany (Mt Clarence)   82 
Peaceful Bay  (Mt Shadforth) 22 Walpole (Mt Clare)    80 
Walpole (Telstra)   21 Windy Harbour     81 
Augusta    82 Cape Naturaliste    80 
Bunbury    82 
 
The VHF Marine Repeaters have been supplied, installed and maintained by the VMRS 
(Volunteer Marine Rescue Services) division of FESA in conjunction with FESA’s Radio 
Communications section.  They have been installed to enhance safety communications 
for the boating public and assist the local Volunteer Marine Rescue Groups with Search 
and Rescue (SAR) operations. 
 
There are strict conditions for the use of the VHF Marine Repeaters, while not onerous 
one needs to remember they are their primarily to provide a calling and emergency ser-
vice so please unless you are in DISTRESS keep the length of calls to a minimum. 
 
A Marine VHF radio does not need to be licensed however the operator or a person on 
board is required to have the relevant licences to operate VHF or HF radios.   
 
Currently there are VHF Marine Repeaters installed along a significant portion of the 
west coast and into the Pilbara and Kimberley regions. 
 
While not as comprehensive in total coverage as the south coast each week/month/year 
sees more of the gaps filled in with a plan to cater for those areas popular with the rec-
reational boating fraternity and results in the VMRS volunteers being deployed to re-
cover those in distress. 
 
The 27MHz Marine Band Radios – what’s happening to them? 
 
With the enhanced VHF coverage the 27 MHz (marine CB) radio is now being slowly re-
placed by the much better performing VHF Marine Radio.  This is being further assisted 
by the decline in price of Marine VHF which varies from $300.00 to whatever you wish to 
pay.   
 

The reasons that 27 MHz radio is being superseded are that the signal has a tendency 
for skip thus causing interference to other users, has a poor signal to noise ratio (even in 
good conditions), is subject to atmospheric interference, incompatible with some of the 
latest direct injection 2 stoke electrical systems, amongst other things. 



 

 

Page 16 

Demystifying the VHF Marine Radio & Accompanying Repeaters continued…. 
 
It was recognised that the 27 MHz was an unreliable form of radio hence the reason it was 
handed over to the boating public for unregulated use in the first place.  By all means 27 
MHz on board is good for general chit chat between boats.  Australia is one of the few 
countries that continues to use 27 MHz (marine CB) radio. 
 
Nowadays with the price of boats etc, the price of Marine VHF radio is very small.  Nothing 
beats letting your family and friends where you are going and when you expect to return.  
Monitoring of all radio i.e. HF, VHF, 27 meg, 40 channel UHF citizen band is virtually im-
possible on a 24/7 basis due to logistics, lack of Volunteers and lack of use by the boating 
fraternity causing the volunteer groups to push for the take up of Marine VHF. 
 
You get into trouble, what do you do? 
 
Your marine radio - A vessel should always try to initiate contact on channel 16 (the Aus-
tralian and International calling & distress channel/frequency. If your radio is equipped with 
DSC capability then initiate a Distress Call using the DSC Channel 70). 
 
It is law for all vessels at sea to monitor the calling and emergency channel/frequencies. 
 
Another vessel may be near by and hear your call.  
 

If nothing is heard on channel 16, then call on the Repeater Channels 21, 22, 80, 81 or 82. 
As indicated earlier if you are in range then you will hear a “tail” after you release your 
transmit switch. 
 

Your EPIRB - If you still have not been able to contact anyone and you have an emer-
gency then activate your EPIRB (Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon). As of the 
1st February 2009 all recreational and commercial vessels are required to have the 406 
MHz beacon as the 121.5 satellite beacon detection has been switched off.  
 
If a boatie ever does get into a position where assistance is required and cannot raise 
anyone on the radio and activates their 406 MHz EPIRB the following will occur – 
 

• It alerts AUSSAR (Australia Sea Search and Rescue) in Canberra via satellite. 
• All 406 Epirbs should have had the registration form sent into AUSSAR when pur-

chased that identifies you and your vessel. 
• Your EPIRB signal shows up on screen that has a map of Australia and surround-

ing waters on it. 
• Depending on whether your 406 Epirb has in built GPS or not will determine the ac-

curacy of your position (it can be down to metres). 
• The local Volunteer Marine Rescue Group or other relevant authority is then noti-

fied and rescue is underway.  All for the price of a 406 EPIRB.  
 
Simple, depending on where the satellite is this can take from a few minutes to a couple of 
hours. 
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Group Call Sign 27 MHZ UHF VHF MF/HF Emergency PH 
ALBANY SEA RESCUE SQUAD VMR610 88 Y Y Y 0427 923 557 

AUGUSTA SEA RESCUE VMR625 88 - 16 2182 08 9758 1575 
BREMER BAY SEA RESCUE VMR607 88 2 80 - 08 9837 4171 
BROOME SEA RESCUE VMR650 88,91 Y Y Y 08 9192 8202  
BUNBURY SEA RESCUE VMR634 88 - 16 4125 0418 926 442 
BUSSELTON SEA RESCUE VMR640 88,91 - 16, 74 - 0407 755 715 

CARNARVON SEA RESCUE VMR676 88,91 - 16,73 4125 08 9941 3613 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND VMR686 - - - - 0439 215391 

COCOS ISLAND VMR678 - - - - 9162 7700-5175 

CORAL BAY SEA RESCUE VMR679 90 Y 11, 16 - 0427 180568 
DENMARK SEA RESCUE VMR613 88 94 - 16, 22, 77 - 08 9848 1311 
DERBY SEA RESCUE VMR694 88 - Y Y 0419 959 376 
EAST KIMBERLEY MR VMR699 88 - 80, 81 - 08 9161 1305 
ESPERANCE SEA RESCUE VMR601 88 Y Y Y 0419 869 655 
EXMOUTH SEA RESCUE VMR682 90 Y Y Y 0418 186 416 

GERALDTON SEA RESCUE VMR670 88, 91 5 16,81 4125 08 9964 3543 
HOPETOUN SEA RESCUE VMR604 88 8 16, 82 - 08 9838 3207 
JURIEN BAY SEA RESCUE 
Air radio 121.5 VMR661 91 Y Y Y 08 9652 1950 

KALBARRI SEA RESCUE VMR673 88,90,96 20 16,80 - 08 9937 2112 

LANCELIN SEA RESCUE VMR688 91 Y Y Y 08 9655 1289 
LEEMAN SEA RESCUE VMR664 88, 91 6 16, 73 4125 08 9953 1164 
MANDURAH WATER RESCUE 
GROUP VMR611 88, 91 - 16, 73, 82 4125 0409 081 801 

MARGARET RIVER SR VMR628 88, 91 - 17,72,80 - 08 9755 5579 
NATURALISTE SEA RESCUE VMR631 88, 91 06 16, 74, 80 4125 08 9781 3030 

ONSLOW VMR VMR683 88 - 16 - 0429 688 714 

PEACEFUL BAY SEA RESCUE VMR616 88, 96 15/2dup 16/22dup 
4125 

08 9840 8108 

PORT DENISON SEA RESCUE VMR667 88, 91 - 16, 73 
2182, 
4125 
6215 

0419 936 313 

PORT HEDLAND SEA RESCUE VMR691 88 - 16 - 08 9173 3055 
PORT WALCOTT SEA RESCUE VMR689 88, 94, 96 - 16, 81 - 0439 870 995 
ROCKINGHAM SEA RESCUE VN6KC 90 - 16, 73 4125 08 9528 2222 
SHARK BAY VMR VMR675 88, 90 - Y - 08 9948 1202 
TWO ROCKS SEA RESCUE VMR677 88, 91 - 16, 73 4125 08 9561 5777 
WALPOLE SEA RESCUE VMR619 88 - Y Y 08 9840 1527 
WEST PILBARA SEA RESCUE VMR685 86 - 11, 16 - 08 9183 1144 
WINDY HARBOUR SRG VMR620 91 YES - YES 08 9776 8384 

RADIO COMMUNICATION CHART 



Hazardous Device Warning 

This is a “smoke canister” that is used by AMSA during training air drops. They 
come in two types, Scuttling and Non-Scuttling. Most often used is the Scuttling 
type.  They measure about 460mm x 70mm. 
The Scuttling type normally explode and self destruct upon completion of burn-
ing the phosphorus.  The phosphorus may not completely burn and can add to 
the hazard.  If unexploded, they may wash ashore as was this case. 
The exploding is very similar in effect to a hand grenade exploding. Any 
“canister” located MUST be treated as a Scuttling type and dealt with in accor-
dance with “unexploded device procedures”. 

Top of canister indicating 
phosphorus has burnt. 

Base of Canister. NOTE 
hole for salt water igni-
tion. Two holes diago-
nally opposite. 

Base of canister showing 
“safe” and “armed” posi-
tions. Arrow with associated 
guide line pointing to 
“armed” arrow-head. 

SAFE ARMED 

ljohn
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VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA Inc. 
(Incorporated in Western Australia, Number AO770069X) 
ABN:  67 729 601 378 
 
PO Box 1455  
Mandurah, WA  6210.  
Telephone: (08) 9583 4293 
Fax: (08) 9583 4475 
 
Email: vmrwa.admin@gmail.com 
Website:www.vmrwa.org.au 
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